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INTERNATION AL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 
I. Basis of the report 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2003/011858 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
^1 me international application as originally filed 
the description: 
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, as originally filed 
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the claims: 



pages 
pages 
pages 
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— — , as originally filed 
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LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement * 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-34 YES 

NO 

1-34 YES 

NO 



1-34 



YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 



Following amendment of the claims the latter can be 
considered to have unity of invention within the 
meaning of PCT Rule 13. 

The system according to claim 1 and the 
corresponding method according to claim 2 0 are 
defined, unlike claims 21 and 24, without mention of 
the data processing system controlled from the user 
interface but explicitly include the operator 
station, while the operator station according to 
claim 25 and the corresponding method of operation 
according to claim 34 also control a printer or 
copier and a processing unit connected thereto. 

The present application addresses the problem of 
avoiding the separate control panels provided for 
individual components of the print or copy system 
and pre/postprocessing unit. The solution consists 
in enabling operations to be carried out in a single 
user interface of an operator station so that the 
user can concentrate on the operation at one point, 
as described in the independent claims. 



None of the documents cited in the international 

FonnPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) " "~ " 
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International application No. 
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search report suggest the above-indicated problem of 
a common control panel. They describe only the known 
arrangement of printer or copier and processing 
units connected thereto. The latter are evident for 
example in US-A-5 805 950 but cannot be controlled. 
In EP-A-0 678 792 - see in particular the abstract, 
it is a matter of the type of input of copy data 
using different buttons. US-A-5 200 778 does not 
describe a printing system with pre/post-processing, 
and so the present problem of interest does not 
arise at all. The last-mentioned US document 
corresponds to the DE document discussed at the 
bottom of page 1 of the description. 

For the reasons stated the subject matter of the 
independent claims involves novelty and an inventive 
step within the meaning of PCTR Article 33(2) and 
(3) . 

Print and copy systems and their operation obviously 
have industrial applicability within the meaning of 
PCT Article 33 (4) . 

Minor defects in the claims and in the drawings: 

In claim 14 the reference sign 14 (which designates 
the constituent printing unit) should be deleted. 
In claim 33 "a second representation" is correct, as 
already stated in the "Invitation to Restrict..." of 
June 22, 2004. 

In figure 6 the missing reference sign 80 should be 
entered for the function button, and in figure 8 the 
missing reference sign 94a for the display field. 
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